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A very limited tree with only substance contributed by Mick Prior in January 2005. The family starts out 
in Canewdon, and moves to Bradwell, Steeple and St Lawrence over the course of a century. Quite 
possible that all male lines died out just after turn of the century; if the did persevere it was in Kent, not 
Essex. Note that although progenitor Edward seems to have originated in Foulness and Beards lived 
there in numbers around his probable date of birth, there is no record of a relevant baptism. 
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1. Edward of Foulness 
 
Edward Beard. Described as ‘of Foulness’ in 18121. Married Elizabeth Gould (born in Burnham2) on 14 
October 1812 in Canewdon3 They remained there until around 1817, but lived in Bradwell until at least 
18274 before moving to Steeple, and then by 1851 to St Lawrence. It seems likely that this is the 
Edward who was buried in Steeple on 10 December 1837, putting his birth at 17855 Elizabeth was 
buried in Steeple on 1 May 1866; this puts her birth date at 17886 
 
Children of Edward and Elizabeth were 
 
i. Elizabeth Beard. Baptised 22 August 1813 in Canewdon7. Elizabeth died aged only two months 

and was buried in Canewdon on 10 October 18138 
 
ii. Edward Beard. (See 2a. Edward of Canewdon) 

 
iii. Sarah Beard. Baptised 23 June 1816 in Canewdon9 Still living with mother in Steeple in 186110 
 
iv. William Beard. Born c.1817, buried 11 Jan 1838 in Steeple11 
 
v Elizabeth Beard. Baptised 23 Jun 1822 in Bradwell12, buried 4 March 1838 in Steeple13 
 
vi. John Beard. Baptised 3 Aug 1823 in Bradwell14, buried 2 Sep 1827 in Steeple15 
 
vii. James Beard. (See 2b James of Bradwell) 
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2a. Edward of Canewdon 
 
Edward Beard. Born in Canewdon16. Baptised 23 July 181517. Married Sarah Boultwood18 (born Steeple 
181619). The couple seem to have been living in Steeple between 1836 and 184420. Working as a 
labourer in St Lawrence in 185121, but back in Steeple by 1861, apparently without his wife22. None of 
the family appear on the 1871 census, but by 1881 Edward, his wife and son George are all found in 
Bradwell in the employ of James Porritt on Sand Beach Farm23 Edward and George were back in 
Steeple by 189124. In 1901 Edward remains in Steeple, ‘retired on own means’25 
 
Children of Edward and Sarah were 
 

i. Hannah Beard. Baptised 26 Feb 1836 in Steeple26. married George Prior on 
27/09/1856 in Steeple27. Last known address was in Bourne Green28 Buried at 
Southchurch Trinity Church, Hannah in 190629 

 
ii. Edward Beard. Baptised 25/08/1839 in Steeple30. Buried 03/04/1842 at Steeple31 
 
iii. George Beard. Born 1841 in Steeple32.. Working as a labourer in 184133. Still living 

with father in Steeple in 186134, and with parents in Bradwell in 188135, and father 
thereafter until at least 190136 

 
iv Edward Beard. Baptised 19/02/1843 in Steeple37. Buried 06/10/1843 at Steeple38 
 
v. Eliza Beard. Baptised 26/05/1844 in Steeple39. Buried 08/08/1844 at Steeple40 
 
vi. Anne Beard. Born in St Lawrence41. Baptised 10/08/1845 at Steeple42. Still living with 

father in Steeple in 186143 
 
vii. William Beard. Born in February 1851 in St Lawrence44. Does not appear on the 1861 

census45 
 
vii. Henry Beard. Baptised 07/07/1854 in Steeple46. Buried 23/07/1854 at Steeple47 
 
viii. Edward Beard. Baptised 23/09/1855 in Steeple48. Buried on 14 Sep 1856 at Steeple49. 
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2b. James of Bradwell 
 
James Beard. Baptised 24 Jun 1827 in Bradwell50 Living at ‘Stargate Wick’ in Steeple in 1851, an 
agricultural labourer51 Still living with mother in Steeple in 186152 Married Mary (born Steeple c.1839) 
before 186153 Still living in Steeple in 188154; both alive and living in St Lawrence in 190155 
 
Children of James and Mary were 
 

i. Mary Ann Beard. Born c.1861 in Steeple56 Working as a servant to Edward Owen in 
Foulness in 188157 

 
ii. Eliza A Beard. Born c.1864 in Steeple58. Working as a servant to Stephen Hart, grocer 

of Tillingham in 188159 
 

iii. Edward J Beard. Born c.1866 in Steeple60 or St Lawrence61. Still living with parents in 
188162 Possibly the James Beard married to Emily and working as a gardener in 
Knockholt, Kent in 190163 

 
iv Hannah Beard. Born c.1868 in Steeple64 or St Lawrence65.  Still living with parents in 

188166 
 

v. Sarah L Beard. Born c.1871 in Steeple67 or St Lawrence68.  Still living with parents in 
188169 
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